The duties of a house surgeon in the Women and
Children Hospital were not all smooth-sailing. One has
to face obloquy and sometimes even threats of violence.
Once there was a case of a Muslim gentleman bringing
his daughter to the hospital for pains in the stomach and
indigestion. The woman was a purdah-observing lady,
with a "Burkha" from head to foot, leaving only two
holes for the eyes. The duty nurse was asked to take the
lady into the examination room, examine her and report.
There were half a dozen male and female relatives waiting
outside the examination room. The nurse, stupidly,
without anticipating the consequences, congratulated the
father of the patient on the fact that he was going to be as
grandfather in an Hour or two. You can imagine the Sell
we had to face. The patient was an unmarried woman
and the patient's father somehow was kept in the dark
about her condition. He and his relatives went so mad
with rage that they were about to assault the nurse and
the officer on duty as if they were responsible for the
woman's condition. The ward boys and others had to be
called in to put the father in his place. After the father
and that relatives were a little exhausted, the matron who
was old and tactful, told the father, "Why do you make
a fuss like this, there must be some tailor or someone
who is a friend of your family, who is responsible for this.
Get hold of him and marry him to her ! " The relatives
and the father quietly disappeared murmuring, c'That
rascal of a Panwalla", leaving the patient and her
mother in the labour ward.

I had my first medico-legal case during my tenure
in this hospital. At about 4 P.M., a 16-week pregnant
woman, mother of three children was brought into the
Hospital with a^ history of having been struck on her
abdomen By a Heavy grinding stone thrown at her By
her landlady. When examined, the \iterus, ^apparently
of four months pregnancy; w^s fouiiH completely tmpty.
There was a little blood flow. She was diagnosed as a
case of complete abortion probably due to external vio~